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Congress Investigates KKK Violence During Reconstruction 

The end of the Civil War marked the beginning of radical 

change in the United States, with the country taking action to 

recover from years of war, recognize the rights of four million 

formerly enslaved people, and protect African Americans from 

a violent backlash against their new status. During the 1870s, in 

a period known as Reconstruction, Congress launched two 

extensive investigations into a frightening new organization, the 

Ku Klux Klan, exposed how it was terrorizing African Americans 

and their political allies in the South, and then took action to 

curb the violence and lawlessness. 

The post-Civil War period was a time of great change.  Congress 

enacted laws that represented the most significant advances in 

civil rights since the nation’s founding. They included: 

• The 1865 ratification of the 13th Amendment banning 

slavery 

• The 1866 passage of the Civil Rights Bill 

• The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, giving all 

Americans the right to due process and equal 

protection under the law.  

• Passage of the 15th Amendment, ultimately ratified in 1870, securing the right to vote regardless of race. 

As a result of the new laws, African Americans flooded onto the voter rolls. At the beginning of 1867, less than 1% of 

African American men were registered to vote. By the end of 1867, 80% had registered. 

At the same time, racial violence in the former Confederate states was growing. Many blamed the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), a 

secretive organization formed in Pulaski, Tennessee, by former Confederate soldiers. KKK members were targeting not 

only African Americans but also pro-Reconstruction Republican candidates and abolitionist allies. In 1870, to stop KKK 

members from committing crimes while cloaked in hoods and robes, Congress enacted the Enforcement Act to make it 

illegal “to band or conspire together or go in disguise” upon a public highway or private premises to violate another’s 

constitutional rights. 

To better understand the rising racial violence in the South, Congress decided to form an investigative committee to dig 

into the facts. On January 19, 1871, with support from then-President Ulysses S. Grant, the Senate passed a resolution 

creating the Select Committee to Investigate Alleged Outrages in the Southern States. Five Republican and two 

Democratic Senators were appointed to the 

committee. The committee took testimony from 29 

Republicans and 21 Democrats, including six KKK 

members. The majority report, approved by the 

five Republican committee members, found that, 

in North Carolina, the KKK was essentially a 

paramilitary white supremacist organization that 

“sought to carry out its purpose by murders, 

whippings, intimidations, and violence, against its 

opponents.”  

Allies: Persons or organizations that cooperate in a particular activity. 

Conspire: Make secret plans to commit an unlawful act. 

Paramilitary: An organization that works similarly to a military force 

but does not have professional or legitimate status. 

Supremacist: A person who believes that a particular group, 

especially one determined by race, religion, or sex, is superior and 

should control society. 

 

"The Union as It Was" by Thomas Nast, published in 
Harper's Weekly, October 10, 1874. It depicts a member 
of the White League and a Klan member shaking hands 
over a terrified African American family 
Source: Harper's Weekly 
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The majority report also found that KKK members committed crimes in groups and used disguises to avoid punishment. 

In contrast, the two Democratic members of the committee declared that the committee had found no evidence of the 

KKK’s existence and blamed “carpetbaggers” – a derogatory term used to describe persons who moved South to help 

the freed slaves and build the Republican Party – for the disagreements between African Americans and white 

Southerners. 

Members of the committee disagreed about the existence of the KKK and its role in racial violence. Despite these 

debates, Congress passed the Second Force Act on February 28, 1871. Although the select committee’s inquiry lasted 

less than two months, in that time, the senators received multiple requests to further investigate KKK violence from the 

bi-racial Republican governments of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. In response to those requests, the House adopted a resolution establishing its own select 

committee to investigate the KKK.  

A heated debate erupted the next day because, while some Republicans felt 

that further investigation was a fair compromise between different factions of 

the party, other Republicans believed the Senate committee had already 

proven the existence of KKK violence and legislative action should be taken 

immediately. 

In response, on March 17, 1871, Senate Republicans passed a resolution creating a Joint Select Committee with 

members from both the Senate and House. Republicans had a much larger majority in the Senate than the House (75% 

versus 54% of the seats), which meant a joint investigation would balance the committee in their favor. Lots of time 

during the debate was also spent on how to ensure that the investigation of the KKK would be conducted fairly and 

impartially. It was decided that subcommittees, which would gather most of the testimony on KKK activity, must include 

at least one member from each party.  

The Joint Select Committee to Inquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Late 

Insurrectionary States was formally established on April 10, 1871. Its goal was 

“to inquire into the condition of affairs in the late insurrectionary States, so far 

as it regards the execution of the laws, and the safety of the lives and property 

of the Citizens of the United States.” While the resolution did not explicitly 

name the KKK, all understood that the inquiry would focus on the Ku Klux Klan 

and other violent white supremacist groups active in the South. 

The 10-month House-Senate investigation produced over 13,000 pages of 

reports, testimony, and documents collected and published in 13 volumes. A 

total of 586 witnesses testified, including African American men and women 

who spoke at significant risk to themselves and their families, white 

Republicans, ex-Confederate generals, and members of the KKK. To this day, it 

is cited by scholars as one of the most valuable sources of information on 

Southern life in the Reconstruction era. Despite criticism of the witness 

demographics – 376 of those called to testify were white men – historian 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. offered this analysis of the congressional investigation: 

“The United States never had a truth and reconciliation commission after 

slavery ended. The Klan hearings were as close as we came. It was 

extraordinary. Congress was actually listening to black people testifying about 

the atrocities committed against them.” 

Faction: A group, usually within a 

political party or government, with 

different opinions or interests from the 

larger group. 

Report on the Alleged Outrages in the 
Southern States 
Source: New York Public Library 
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The majority report, signed by every Republican member of the committee, placed blame for the rising Southern racial 

violence squarely on the Ku Klux Klan: 

The majority report determined that formal acknowledgement of African American rights had spurred violent individuals 

to organize and form the KKK. While the report found that the 13th and 14th Amendments “were not the causes of the 

organization,” they, as well as the Force Acts and ratification of the 15th Amendment, “were met with increased 

bitterness” and were seen to be “imposed by the usurpation and tyranny of Congress.” The report stated that KKK 

leaders used the laws as a rallying cry, and they “became the pretext for crimes and lawlessness that, unchecked, could 

end only in anarchy.” The majority report detailed outrages committed by the KKK against African Americans and 

Southern Republicans, traced the reach of the organization into every Southern state, and described how the KKK was 

terrorizing Southern communities. 

Among the 8,000 pages of testimony included 

with the report, multiple African American 

witnesses described the violence they 

experienced at the hands of the KKK. In 

addition to describing attacks against African 

Americans, the report presented evidence 

that the KKK directed politically motivated 

violence against white Republicans who 

supported civil rights.   

The joint committee’s minority members did 

not support the majority report’s findings and 

issued their own analysis. The minority report 

was three times as long as the majority report 

and signed by all the committee Democrats. It 

acknowledged that some men in the Southern 

states came together “in secret organization,” 

but explained that the men acted to protect 

themselves and their families from the 

oppressive laws of the federal government, 

rather than to deny the civil rights of other citizens.  

Although the final two reports of the Joint Select Committee drew very different conclusions, the committee’s journal 

reflects bipartisan interactions during the investigation. Testimony was taken 

only when a member of each party was present, and subcommittees met 

frequently, often issuing unanimous, bipartisan conclusions.   

In the end, the Joint Select Committee struck hardest at the KKK not through legislation, but through the media. Because 

its hearings were public and the committee printed tens of thousands of copies of its reports and testimony, newspapers 

throughout the nation frequently printed excerpts. Exposing the KKK’s secret operations and bringing light to the 

Unanimous: When two or more people 

are fully in agreement. 

President Grant signing the KKK Act in the President's Room with Secretary 
Robeson and General Porter at the Capital on April 20, 1871 
Source: Library of Congress 
 

The proceedings and debates in Congress show that, whatever other causes were assigned for disorders in 

the late insurrectionary States, the execution of the laws and the security of life and property were alleged 

to be most seriously threatened by the existence and acts of organized bands of armed and disguised men, 

known as Ku-Klux. 
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violence it created throughout the South made it more difficult for courts and state governments to dismiss individual 

attacks by the KKK as anomalies. The inhumane acts detailed in the factual evidence 

assembled by the committee also made it increasingly untenable to deny the KKK’s 

existence or justify its actions. 

Still another consequence of the congressional investigations was the creation of a powerful new agency to prosecute 

wrongdoing by KKK members. Although the Attorney General had existed as a Cabinet position in the United States 

since 1789, the Attorney General had never been supported by a specific agency. In June 1870, President Grant 

appointed Amos T. Akerman as his new Attorney General and, on July 1, 1870, created the Department of Justice to 

assist him in protecting African American voting rights.  

At a time when violence was widespread against African Americans and white Republicans across the South, Congress 

conducted two investigations that not only carefully documented the horrors of the Ku Klux Klan actions but also helped 

justify new laws to protect American rights, prompted the formation of the U.S. Department of Justice, and began mass 

prosecutions of individual KKK members. While Congress’s actions did not end the KKK, it found critical evidence that 

publicly exposed the KKK’s white supremacist origins and built an important historical record.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about the Investigation into KKK Violence: 

• Report of the Joint Select Committee to Inquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Late 

Insurrectionary States 

• Report on the Alleged Outrages in the Southern States by the Select Committee of the Senate 

• The Enforcement Acts of 1870 – 1871 

• Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871 

• Reconstruction in America: Racial Violence After the Civil War 1865 – 1876, A Visual Reading Guide 

• Created 150 Years Ago, the Justice Department’s First Mission Was to Protect Black Rights 

• Levin Center Portraits in Oversight Video: The KKK and Reconstruction 

• Levin Center Portraits in Oversight: Congress Investigates KKK Violence During Reconstruction 

 

Anomalies: Something that is 

different from what is expected. 

 

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/metabook?id=insurrection1872
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/metabook?id=insurrection1872
https://archive.org/details/reportonallegedo00unit/page/n7/mode/2up
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/EnforcementActs.htm
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1851-1900/hh_1871_04_20_KKK_Act/
https://eji.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/reconstruction-visual-reading-guide.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/created-150-years-ago-justice-departments-first-mission-was-protect-black-rights-180975232/
https://youtu.be/AQeyioBUa5k?si=qRF5gJN05dhUusW4
https://www.levin-center.org/congress-investigates-kkk-violence-during-reconstruction/
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El Congreso Investiga la Violencia del KKK Durante la Reconstrucción 
 

El fin de la Guerra Civil marcó el principio de un cambio radical 

en Estados Unidos. El país tomaba medidas para recuperarse de 

años de guerra, reconocía los derechos de cuatro millones de 

personas anteriormente esclavizadas y protegía a los 

afroamericanos de reacciones violentas por su nuevo estatus. 

Durante la década de 1870, en un período ahora conocido 

como Reconstrucción, el Congreso inició dos amplias 

investigaciones sobre una aterradora nueva organización, el Ku 

Klux Klan. En ellas revelaba la forma en que esta organización 

aterrorizaba a los afroamericanos y a sus aliados políticos en el 

sur del país e informaba que se habían tomado medidas para 

frenar la violencia y los actos ilegales. 

 

El período posterior a la Guerra Civil experimentó grandes 

cambios. El Congreso promulgó leyes que representaban los 

avances más significativos en derechos civiles desde la 

fundación de la nación. Se incluían: 

• La ratificación de la Decimotercera Enmienda de 1865 

que prohibía la esclavitud. 

• La aprobación de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1866. 

• La Decimocuarta Enmienda, ratificada en 1868, otorgaba a todos los estadounidenses el derecho al debido 

proceso legal y protección igualitaria de las leyes. 

• La aprobación de la Decimoquinta Enmienda, ratificada finalmente en 1870, aseguraba el derecho al voto, 

independientemente de la raza. Como resultado de las nuevas leyes, los afroamericanos inundaron las listas de 

votantes. A principios de 1867, menos de 1% de hombres afroamericanos se registraron para votar. A finales del 

mismo año, se habían registrado el 80%. 

 

Al mismo tiempo, la violencia racial en los antiguos estados confederados iba en aumento. Muchos culpaban al Ku Klux 

Klan, organización secreta creada en Pulaski, Tennessee, y conformada por exsoldados confederados. Los integrantes del 

KKK no sólo tenían como objetivo a los afroamericanos sino también a los 

aliados abolicionistas y candidatos republicanos que apoyaban la 

Reconstrucción. En 1870, para evitar que los miembros del KKK cometieran 

crímenes mientras se cubrían con túnicas y capuchas, el Congreso 

promulgó las Leyes de Ejecución para que fuera ilegal “agruparse, 

conspirar o ir disfrazado” en público o en recintos privados para violar los 

derechos constitucionales de otra persona. 

 

Para entender mejor el alcance y las razones de la creciente violencia racial en el sur, el Congreso decidió formar un 

comité de investigación para indagar los hechos. El 19 de enero de 1871, con el apoyo del entonces presidente Ulysses S. 

Grant, el Senado aprobó una resolución para crear el Comité Selecto para Investigar Presuntos Atropellos en los Estados 

del Sur. Dos senadores demócratas y cinco republicanos fueron nombrados para el comité. Este órgano tomó testimonio 

de 29 republicanos y 21 demócratas, incluidos seis integrantes del KKK. El reporte mayoritario, aprobado por los cinco 

 “La unión como era” por Thomas Nast, publicado en 

Harper´s Weekly, 10 de octubre de 1874. Describe a un 

integrante de la Liga Blanca y a otro del Klan saludándose 

encima de una familia afro-americana aterrorizada. 

Fuente: Harper´s Weekly 

Aliados: personas u organizaciones que 

cooperan o ayudan a alguien más a 

realizar una actividad particular. 

Conspirar – idear planes secretos para 

cometer un acto ilegal. 
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miembros del comité republicano, concluyó que, en Carolina del Norte, el KKK era esencialmente una organización 

paramilitar de supremacistas blancos que “buscaba alcanzar su propósito mediante asesinatos, azotes, intimidaciones y 

violencia en contra de sus oponentes”. El reporte mayoritario también encontró que los miembros del KKK cometían 

crímenes en grupos y usaban disfraces para evitar ser sancionados. En contraste, los dos miembros demócratas del 

comité declararon que este órgano no había encontrado evidencia de la existencia del KKK y culpaba a los 

“oportunistas” -término despectivo usado para describir a aquellas personas que se mudaron al Sur para ayudar a los 

esclavos libres y construir el Partido Republicano- de los desacuerdos entre los afroamericanos y los blancos del sur del 

país. 

 

Durante las deliberaciones del comité y a pesar de 

desacuerdos internos sobre la existencia y el papel del KKK 

en la violencia racial, el 28 de febrero de 1871, el Congreso 

promulgó la Segunda Ley de Fuerza. Esta ley se creó para 

fortalecer la ley anti-KKK anterior. 

 

Aunque la investigación del comité selecto duró menos de 

dos meses, en ese tiempo los senadores recibieron múltiples 

solicitudes de gobiernos republicanos birraciales de 

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Carolina del Sur, Tennessee, Texas y Virginia para investigar 

otros actos violentos del KKK. En respuesta a estas 

solicitudes, la Cámara adoptó una resolución en la que establecía su propio comité selecto para investigar al KKK. No 

obstante, al día siguiente surgió un debate candente porque mientras algunos republicanos sentían que una 

investigación adicional era un compromiso justo entre las diferentes facciones del partido, otros republicanos creían que 

el comité del Senado ya había probado la existencia de la violencia del KKK y 

pedían que se tomaran medidas legislativas inmediatamente. 

 

En respuesta, el 17 de marzo de 1871, los republicanos en el Senado aprobaron 

una resolución para crear un Comité Selecto Conjunto con miembros del 

Senado y de la Cámara. Los republicanos tenían más representación en el 

Senado que en la Cámara (75% versus 54% de los escaños) lo que significaba 

que una investigación conjunta inclinaría el comité en su favor. Durante el 

debate también se dedicó tiempo considerable a cómo garantizar que la 

investigación del KKK se condujera de manera justa e imparcial. Se decidió que 

los subcomités, que recopilarían la mayoría de los testimonios sobre la actividad 

del KKK, deberían incluir al menos un miembro de cada partido. 

 

El 10 de abril de 1871 se estableció formalmente el Comité Selecto Conjunto 

para investigar la Condición de los Asuntos en los Últimos Estados 

Insurreccionales. Su objetivo era “investigar la condición de los asuntos en los 

últimos estados insurreccionales, en lo que respecta a la aplicación de las leyes 

y la seguridad de las vidas y propiedades de los ciudadanos de Estados Unidos”. 

Si bien la resolución no mencionaba explícitamente al KKK, se entendía que la 

investigación se enfocaría en el Ku Klux Klan y otros grupos supremacistas 

blancos violentos activos en el sur del país. 

Reporte de los presuntos atropellos en 

los estados del sur. Fuente: Biblioteca 

Pública de Nueva York 

Paramilitar – organización que funciona de manera 

similar a una fuerza militar, pero no tiene estatus 

legítimo o profesional. 

Supremacista – persona que cree que un grupo en 

particular, especialmente uno determinado por raza, 

religión o sexo, es superior y debe controlar la 

sociedad. 

Facciones – un grupo, generalmente dentro de un 

gobierno o partido político, con opiniones e intereses 

diferentes a los de la agrupación.  
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La investigación de diez meses del Senado-Cámara produjo alrededor de 13 mil páginas de reportes, testimonios y 

documentos y se publicó en 13 volúmenes. Un total de 586 testigos dieron su declaración, incluidos hombres y mujeres 

afroamericanos que hablaron con un riesgo significativo para sí mismos y sus familias, republicanos blancos, generales 

exconfederados y miembros del KKK. Hasta hoy en día, los investigadores académicos consideran este documento como 

una de las fuentes más valiosas de información sobre la vida del sur de Estados Unidos en la era de la Reconstrucción. A 

pesar de la crítica por la demografía de los testigos -376 de los testificantes eran hombres blancos-, el historiador Henry 

Louis Gates Jr. ofrece este análisis de la investigación del Congreso: “Los Estados Unidos nunca tuvieron una comisión de 

la verdad y la reconciliación después de abolida la esclavitud. Las audiencias del Klan fueron lo más cercano a la realidad. 

Fue algo extraordinario. El Congreso realmente escuchó a la gente negra testificar sobre las atrocidades que se 

cometieron en su contra”. 

 

El reporte mayoritario, firmado por todos los miembros republicanos del comité, culpaba directamente al Ku Klux Klan 

por la creciente violencia racial en el sur: 

El reporte mayoritario determinaba que el 

reconocimiento formal de los derechos de los 

afroamericanos ha hecho que grupos violentos se 

organicen y formen el KKK. Mientras el reporte 

señalaba que las Enmiendas Decimotercera y 

Decimocuarta “no fueron las causas de la 

organización”, tanto éstas como las Leyes de 

Fuerza y la ratificación de la Enmienda 

Decimoquinta “fueron recibidas con creciente 

amargura” y fueron vistas como “impuestas por 

la usurpación y tiranía del Congreso”. El reporte 

señalaba que los líderes del KKK usaban las leyes 

como grito de guerra y que éstas “se convirtieron 

en el pretexto para cometer crímenes y actos 

ilegales que, de mantenerse impunes, sólo 

podrían terminar en anarquía”. El reporte 

mayoritario detallaba atrocidades cometidas por 

el KKK en contra de afroamericanos y 

republicanos del sur, trazaba el alcance de la 

organización en cada estado sureño y describía cómo el KKK aterrorizaba a las comunidades del sur. 

 

Entre las ocho mil páginas de testimonio incluidas en el reporte, múltiples testigos afroamericanos describían la 

violencia que experimentaron a manos del KKK. Además de detallar ataques contra afroamericanos, el reporte presentó 

evidencia de que el KKK realizaba actos violentos por motivos políticos contra republicanos blancos que apoyaban los 

derechos civiles. 

 

Los procedimientos y debates en el Congreso muestran que, cualesquiera otras causas que se hayan asignado a los 

disturbios en los últimos estados insurreccionales, la aplicación de las leyes y la seguridad de la vida y la propiedad 

estaban gravemente amenazadas por la existencia y actos de bandas organizadas de hombres armados y 

disfrazados, conocidos como Ku-Klux. 

El presidente Grant firma la Ley del KKK en la sala presidencial con el 

secretario Robeson y el general Porter en la Capital el 20 de abril de 1871. 

Fuente: Biblioteca del Congreso 
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Los miembros minoritarios del comité conjunto no apoyaban los resultados del reporte mayoritario y realizaron un 

análisis propio. El reporte minoritario era tres veces más amplio que el mayoritario y estaba firmado por todos los 

integrantes demócratas del comité. Reconocía que algunos hombres en los estados del sur se reunieron “en una 

organización secreta”, pero explicaba que los hombres actuaron para protegerse ellos mismos y a sus familias de las 

leyes opresivas del gobierno federal, más que negar los derechos civiles de otros ciudadanos. 

 

Aunque los dos reportes últimos del Comité Selecto Conjunto arrojaron muy diferentes conclusiones, el diario del 

comité refleja interacciones bipartidistas durante la investigación. El testimonio sólo se tomó cuando un integrante de 

cada partido estaba presente. Además, los subcomités se reunieron con frecuencia y a menudo llegaron a conclusiones 

bipartidistas unánimes. 

 

Al final, el golpe más fuerte del Comité Selecto Conjunto al KKK no fue a través de la legislación sino de los medios de 

comunicación. Puesto que las audiencias fueron públicas y el comité imprimió decenas de miles de copias de sus 

reportes y testimonio, los periódicos de todo el país frecuentemente publicaron extractos. Una vez expuestas las 

operaciones secretas del KKK y revelada la violencia que crearon en el sur del país, fue más difícil para las cortes y 

gobiernos estatales considerar como anomalías ataques individuales 

del KKK. Los actos inhumanos detallados en la evidencia de hechos 

reunida por el comité también hicieron cada vez insostenible negar la 

existencia del KKK o justificar sus acciones. 

 

Una consecuencia más de las investigaciones del Congreso fue la creación de una nueva y poderosa agencia para 

procesar las irregularidades de los miembros del KKK. Aunque el puesto de fiscal del tribunal supremo ya existía en el 

gabinete de los Estados Unidos desde 1789, este fiscal nunca había sido apoyado por una agencia específica. En junio de 

1870, el presidente Grant nombró a Amos T. Akerman como su nuevo fiscal general y, el 1 de julio de 1870, se creó el 

Departamento de Justicia para apoyarlo en la protección del derecho al voto de los afroamericanos. 

 

En una época cuando la violencia se extendía contra los afroamericanos y los republicanos blancos en el sur del país, el 

Congreso condujo dos investigaciones que no sólo documentaron cuidadosamente los horrores de las acciones del Ku 

Klux Klan, sino que ayudaron a justificar la creación de nuevas leyes para proteger los derechos de los estadounidenses, 

estimularon la formación del Departamento de Justicia de Estados Unidos y propiciaron el enjuiciamiento masivo de 

integrantes del KKK. Si bien las acciones del Congreso no eliminaron al KKK, sí encontraron evidencias importantes que 

expusieron públicamente los orígenes de supremacía blanca del KKK y crearon un importante registro histórico. 

Unánime – cuando dos o más personas están 

completamente de acuerdo en algo. 

Anomalías – algo que se desvía de lo esperado. 

Más sobre la Investigación de la Violencia del KKK: 

• Reporte del Comité Selecto Conjunto para investigar la Condición de los Asuntos en los Últimos Estados 

Insurreccionales 

• Reporte del Comité Selecto del Senado sobre los Presuntos Atropellos en los Estados del Sur 

• Leyes de Ejecución de 18070-1871 

• Ley del Ku Klux Klan de 1871 

• Reconstrucción en Estados Unidos: Violencia racial después de la Guerra Civil 1865-1876  

• Creado hace 150 años, la primera misión del DOJ es de los afroamericanos 

• Video de Retratos sobre supervisión del Centro Levin: El KKK y la Reconstrucción 

• Retratos sobre supervisión del Centro Levin: El Congreso investiga la violencia del KKK durante la 

Reconstrucción 

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/metabook?id=insurrection1872
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/metabook?id=insurrection1872
https://archive.org/details/reportonallegedo00unit/page/n7/mode/2up
https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/EnforcementActs.htm
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1851-1900/hh_1871_04_20_KKK_Act/
https://eji.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/reconstruction-visual-reading-guide.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/created-150-years-ago-justice-departments-first-mission-was-protect-black-rights-180975232/
https://youtu.be/AQeyioBUa5k?si=CMd7Zfa56xD2zRPh
https://www.levin-center.org/congress-investigates-kkk-violence-during-reconstruction/
https://www.levin-center.org/congress-investigates-kkk-violence-during-reconstruction/


 

Congress Investigates KKK Violence During Reconstruction 

Comprehension Questions 

1) After the Civil War, what laws were passed to try and improve civil rights for all citizens? 

 

 

2) What was Congress’s response to rising violence in the South? 

 

 

3) How many people testified as witnesses and who were they? 

 

 

4) What did the majority report conclude? What did the minority report conclude? 

 

 

5) What department was formed because of this investigation? 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why was the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments not enough to bring true equality to the United 

States during Reconstruction? 

2. What do you think is meant by the quote from historian Henry Louis Gates, “The United States never had a truth 

and reconciliation commission after slavery ended. The Klan hearings were as close as we came. It was 

extraordinary. Congress was actually listening to black people testifying about the atrocities committed against 

them?” 

3. Name one short-term and one long-term outcome of this investigation. 

  



 

Congress Investigates KKK Violence During Reconstruction ANSWER KEY 

Comprehension Questions 

1) After the Civil War, what laws were passed to try and improve civil rights for all citizens? 

The 13th Amendment banned slavery. The 14th Amendment gave all Americans due process and protection under the law. 

The 15th Amendment gave American men the right to vote regardless of race. In addition to these amendments, the 1866 

Civil Rights Bill was passed. 

2) What was Congress’s response to rising violence in the South? 

To create an investigative committee to understand why violence was increasing and what could be done to stop it. The 

tension between northern and southern states didn’t end with the Civil War, and Congress knew this issue needed to be 

addressed. 

3) How many people testified as witnesses and who were they? 

A total of 586 witnesses testified, including African American men and women who spoke at significant risk to themselves 

and their families, white Republicans, ex-Confederate generals, and members of the KKK. 376 were white men, which was 

criticized by some, but it is still one of the most valuable resources of documentation on southern life from this time 

period. 

4) What did the majority report conclude? What did the minority report conclude? 

The majority report detailed violence throughout the South at the hands of the KKK. It also explained that the KKK used 

the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments as a rallying cry against Congress and Black Americans. The minority 

report acknowledged a ‘secret organization’ but said that the people involved were just protecting their property and 

rights from an oppressive government.  

5) What department was formed because of this investigation? 

The Department of Justice, led by the Attorney General. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Why was the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments not enough to bring true equality to the United 

States during Reconstruction? 

2. What do you think is meant by the quote from historian Henry Louis Gates, “The United States never had a truth 

and reconciliation commission after slavery ended. The Klan hearings were as close as we came. It was 

extraordinary. Congress was actually listening to black people testifying about the atrocities committed against 

them?” 

3. Name one short-term and one long-term outcome of this investigation. 

 


